
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 6/11/2018 
REGULAR MEETING 
May 14, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ms. Perrien, Mr. Moore, Mr. Zwick, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lasher and Mr. Williams. 
ABSENT:  None. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich Police Chief Rick Hogle Sgt. of Police, 
Cindy Fruchey – Treasurer and Josy Medina-Clerk.  
 
VISITORS:  Jim Frendt of SK&T Audit Firm and Mr. Justin Longoria. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to approve the agenda as printed 
   MOTION PASSED 
AUDIT:  Mr. Frendt of SK&T (Stevens, Kirnovic & Tucker), presented the 2017 Audit report for the City of 
Ovid.  Mr. Frendt explained that Mayor Lasher reviewed the Draft Audit.  This is a new requirement that 
the Standards of Accounting requires more detail review of the audit.  Then there is a letter that needs 
to be placed on letterhead and signed.  As soon as we get that the audit will go to Michigan Treasury we 
have until June 1, 2018. 
 
Mr. Frendt explained the purpose of the paragraph titled Opinion.  In their opinion the City of Ovid’s 
2017 audit is a “clean” audit.  This is what you want because it shows the State of Michigan and your 
constituents that your bookkeeping and finances are in order.   
 
He spoke of the current assets which currently at 1.1 million and our current liability is at 47 thousand.   
Your capitol net worth is almost the same as last year.   
 
Revenue is pretty close to what we had in 2016.  He spoke on the increase of expenses compared to last 
year.  Due to the responsibility of the cemetery and the public safety.  In the General Government the 
expenses went from 257 thousand to 438 thousand mainly due to replacing the roofs on the municipal 
building and the DPW garage then installing all new furnaces in both buildings and new central air in the 
municipal building.  The expenses exceeded our revenue so we had a reduction in our fund balance this 
year.   
 
As for the Sewer and Water funds, our rate increases showed up on our revenues it was higher than last 
year.  Expenses weren’t too different compared to last year.   Mr. Frendt recommended that we closely, 
monitor our unrestricted net position in the water fund going forward to make sure that it stays 
positive. 
 
Mr. Frendt went over the graphs that were attached to the audit.  All together the City has a strong 
healthy fund balance in the General Fund as well as the Water and Sewer funds.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked the Council if any questions.  Discussion was held on what the unrestricted net 
position in the water fund was for.   
 
Mayor Lasher thanked Mr. Frendt for his presentation. 



 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Williams to accept the minutes of the 
meeting held on April 9, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Brown to accept the check 
registry from the period of April 7th, to May 11, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Ms. Fruchey asked if there were any questions on the revenue/expenditure report.  No 
questions were asked.   
 
Ms. Fruchey explained the Headlee Amendment and the Truth in Assessment Act, Truth in Taxation Act, 
the permanent Headlee Reductions, the Base Tax Rate and that Ad Valorem property tax rates are 
assessed in dollars per thousand.  A “mill” is $1 for each $1,000 of taxable value and that per the City’s 
Charter we are allowed to levy up to 20 mills. 
 
Treasurer Fruchey presented the current taxable values for Clinton & Shiawassee Counties for Ad 
Valorem, Industrial Facilities and Renaissance Zones.  The Truth in Taxation and Headlee Fractions and 
Base Tax Rates were presented.   
 
Treasurer Fruchey will be presenting three resolutions later on during the meeting under new business.  
One will be to set the 2018 Summer Tax Collection millage rates and the other to approve the 2018 
Special Assessments for delinquent utility bills.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that he attended all his required meetings.  The staff passed the 
training for range.  The some of staff attended the Core training class that the County sponsored.  It was 
on how to handle commercial vehicle enforcement, confiscating phones.  The power steering went out 
on the sedan.  It is fixed it cost over $600.  We found out that our PBT’s are outdated and need to be 
replaced.  They will cost around $250 each we have two.   
 
The Clinton County purchased new Taser’s for their jail staff and we were given one.  therefore, Sgt 
Hogle and the Chief are working on a policy & procedure and training for this use of equipment.  Chief 
Goodrich introduced Officer Justin Longoria a new hire.     
 
Mr. Longoria informed the Council that he is a St. Johns graduate and attended LLC (Lansing Community 
College) he graduated from the Police Academy in 2015.  After the police academy he went to work at 
Jackson County then went to work in Gratiot County.  He is looking forward in meeting everyone in the 
community and making sure it continues to be a safe community to live in.   
 
The Council welcomed him to the staff.   
 
Chief Goodrich commented that for the first time he is at full staff.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that the Silversmith program has been installed and they have been 
inputting the data needed in as they (the staff) does shutoff’s or meter replacements.  The data is the 
GPS information because the grant doesn’t cover that type of data input.  The Sewer and Sewer Storm 
water will be added in by the engineer because that is part of the grant.    We have on schedule the 
second discharge for the lagoons.  The truck will be done by next week for the box.  We have two 



seasonal employees a Mr. John Yonschewski and Cody Syers.  Mr. Yonschewski started today the 14th, 
and Mr. Syers will begin after he is done with school.   
 
We had two main breaks on North Main Street.  One was on the edge of the road and the second one 
happened while doing the flow test.  It was a 6-inch hole that they had to repair. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW 
reports as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS 
1.  Mayor Lasher explained that even though, we are a City and under 50 employee’s that live within 75 
miles, our employees are not eligible for FMLA.  Therefore, our attorney recommended that we amend 
our personnel policy and FMLA policy to reflect that information.  Discussion was held. A motion was 
made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to approve the changes to the Personnel policy and the FMLA 
policy as recommended.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to accept the 
changes recommended by the City Attorney to our Personnel policy in the Section under Sick Leave 
Notification #2 subsection: (I) and the FMLA policy as discussed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
2.  Mayor Lasher directed all to the correspondence that the Council received from a Ms. Stacy Ziegler of 
314 N. East Street.  She apparently had her outside water spicket left on so due to the water not going 
down the sewer system she is requesting relief on the sewer billing item to her average which would be 
3 thousand gallons.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams 
to adjust the sewer billing item only to her average of 3 thousand gallons for the utility bill due May 
20, 2018.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
3.  The Clerk presented that itinerary for the Memorial Day Celebration.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if the bleachers have been scheduled to be moved to the location in front of the Lions 
Club/VFW building for the ceremony?  Ms. Medina replied that she has already emailed the schedule to 
Mr. Passmore with the work order to move the bleacher’s and to put up barricades and bring in town 
more trash cans.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Zwick to approve the itinerary for 
the Memorial Day Celebration / Parade with the correction discussed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
4.  Mayor Lasher explained that five years ago we received a grant for the patrol car.  The grant back 
then was a 25% grant.   Now prior to that we use to purchase them out right which effected our police 
budget badly.  This is one of the reasons why we went to a lease option because we then knew what our 
budget would be because the payment would be the same each year.  The lease is to buy after the five 
years.  We did that with the SUV that we own now.  We paid it off this year and bought it for $1 after 
final payment was made.   
 
Mayor Lasher wanted to bring the option of a USDA grant to the Council because we may have to do 
some work on the water tower located on M-21 it has sprung a leak about 60 feet up.  He has spoken to 
a vendor to come and do an evaluation of the tower.   These grants are generally based on the income 
that your community generates based on the 2010 census.  For the City the grant would be around 35% 
match grant so we may want to consider using this type of a grant that is why Mayor Lasher is bringing 
this up now.  This is just for informational purpose. 
 
5.  Mayor Lasher asked what the Council thought of regarding the millage rates.   



 
Mr. Zwick reported that the Finance Committee reviewed and we are in favor of imposing a tax rate as 
long as it is without having to hold a Truth and Taxation hearing. 
 
Discussion was held.  Mayor Lasher asked Mayor Pro-Tem Mr. Zwick to read resolution #2018-05.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Moore, supported by Mr. Williams to adopt resolution #2018-05 as 
presented. 
Roll Call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Brown, Mr. Zwick, Mr. Moore, Ms. Perrien, 
Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. 
   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The Resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
  
Mayor Lasher then read resolution #2018-06 for 2018 Summer Tax Collection for the Special 
Assessments for Delinquent Utility Billing.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, supported by Ms. 
Perrien to adopt resolution #2018-06 as presented.  Roll Call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. 
Williams, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Zwick, Mr. Moore, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  
ABSENT:  None. 
   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The Resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly.   
 
6.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to accept the 2017 Audit as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Mayor Lasher asked if there were any question pertaining to the proposed ordinance 
#136 titled Land Divisions and Subdivisions that was put out for public review last month.  No questions 
were asked.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, supported by Mr. Zwick to adopt ordinance #136 
titled Land Divisions and Subdivisions as presented. Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Zwick, 
Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, Mr. Moore, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  
ABSENT:  None. 
   ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
The Ordinance will be published in its entirety in the Weekly.   
 
FINANCE:   
1.  Mr. Passmore presented to the Council two bids for the purchase of a new sewer camera.  One bid 
came from Bell Equipment the second came from S1E (Source One Environmental, LLC.).   
 
We tested the S1E camera and the guy got it stuck in the sewer line.  It wasn’t impressive.  The quote 
was for $39,546.   
 
The second quote was from Bell Equipment was for $85,816 this one is for a Demo item but, he did say 
that they will warranty it as if it was a new unit.  This option saved us about $20,000.   
 
Ms. Perrien suggested strongly that we seek more bids on this particular piece of equipment.  Even 
though the money is coming from the grant money we need to be vigilant as to how we spend that 
money for the good of the community.   
 



Mayor Lasher commented that since we haven’t gotten any bids for cleaning the lines.  It was suggested 
that Ms. Perrien give Mr. Passmore some of the names of the vendors that she acquired so he can call to 
request a bid from them.   
 
Mr. Zwick asked what the advantage would be by putting off purchasing the camera.   
 
Ms. Perrien responded that we possibly get other bids and one may come in lower.  No action was taken 
at this time. 
 
2.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that there is an option as he stated before to purchase a patrol 
car through the process of the USDA grant or to lease.  If we lease the cost would be $40,174 with a 5-
year lease with the purchasing the vehicle for $1 after the lease is up.  As a budget stand point it would 
be easier because we would put it in our annual budget.  The amount of $9,192.27 is what the payments 
would be and the interest rate will be 6.45%.   Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Williams, second by Mr. Brown to approve the purchase of a new patrol vehicle through the 2018 
Vehicle Macomb County Contract Bid.  Also, to authorize the Police Chief to order the vehicle through, 
Signature Ford Lincoln Mercury, Rep. Bill Campbell.  It is also ordered that the first payment for the 
lease be paid out of the General fund and the funds for the first payment be transferred from the EMS 
fund then the last four payments will come directly, out of our General fund and to authorize the 
Mayor to sign any and all document to process the purchase. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that Mr. Passmore reported that it is time for the water tower to 
be inspected.  This is a requirement of MDEQ to have done every five (5) years.  The last time we did the 
tower on North Gratiot Street was in 2010 so we are way overdue.   
 
Mr. Zwick reported that Mr. Passmore presented to the Finance Committee the following bids.  The first 
bid was from Preferred Tank & Tower in the amount of $995.  The second bis was from Suez Utility 
Service Co. Inc.  in the amount of $2,000.  The third bid was from Dixon Engineering, in the amount of 
$2,500 and the recommendation of the Finance Committee is to award the bid to Suez Utility Service 
Co., Inc in the amount of $2000.Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. 
Ordiway to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee to award the bid to Suez Utility 
Service Co., Inc in the amount of $2000 and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
4.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that Ms. Bovan had requested that Willow Street and Maple 
Court Streets be repaired.  We asked first that she prove that we were responsible for the streets and 
she did and so Mayor Lasher asked that Mr. Passmore get some bids to do the maintenance on the 
streets being that we have never done anything to these streets in the past.   
 
Mr. Zwick reported that Mr. Passmore submitted to the Finance Committee three bids.  Bid #1; 
Michigan Spartan Asphalt in the amount of $49,640.  Bid #2; Williams Asphalt LLC.  In the amount of 
$62,510.  Bid #3; McKearney Asphalt & Sealing Inc. in the amount of $40,995.  Discussion was held on if 
they should go from 1” to 2”, it was decided that we would go with the bids for 2”.   
 
Mr. Moore asked if the Finance Committee had a recommendation.  
 
Mr. Zwick replied that they recommended McKearney.  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by 
Mr. Ordiway to accept the Finance Recommendation to award the bid to McKearney Asphalt & 



Sealing Inc. in the amount of $40,995 and to authorize the Mayor to sign all documents to said 
agreement. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Ms. Perrien to extend the meeting until 9:30 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
5.  Mayor Lasher explained that we have had a request to upgrade our doors here at the City Hall 
building to accommodate handicap access.   We have people within our community that are wheelchair 
bound and it would help them very much for when they come to our building.  The quote came from the 
company called SAHR.  The amount for three (3) exterior doors could be up to $2,500 per door.  Mayor 
Lasher commented that we don’t know the cost of the electrical for the doors but we are waiting for a 
quote.  Discussion was held and it was the consensus of the Council that we should do this.  A motion 
was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Brown to order the doors.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
DPW/PARK & REC.:  Ms. Perrien reported that the Park & Rec. Board met on the 18th and Sue Kadlek 
presented to the board break down of cost and a list of where all the enrollees reside.  They were the 
only one to come and request funding.  The board gave them half of what they were requesting for   
equipment.   
 
It would be nice to know the difference of the enrollees from the City to the Townships because that 
probably be where the most enrollee’s come from. 
 
Ms. Perrien commented that she was going to reach out to the Ovid base/softball youth groups and see 
if they could get her addresses of where all the enrollee’s come from.  Ms. Perrien stated that she can 
figure where everyone is from herself.  It would interesting.   
 
Mr. Moore asked if anyone was going to talk with the Township regarding if they are going to be 
contributing to the fund for the Park & Rec. (208) fund.  Mr. Zwick responded that Deb Price had been 
having conversations with Ovid Township representatives.  We don’t know if she has gotten anywhere 
with them but she has spoken with them.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that as far as she knew, it is still up in the air.   The Township don’t seem to 
answer.  They did send a representative in place of their assigned representative.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  The committee met on the 18th, and we were focused on the Cinco De Mayo 
fundraiser.  This was the first time we did this.  We sold over 100 meals and sold 50/50 tickets.  We all 
had a good time.  We will be meeting again this week and will figure out what we ended up making after 
expenses.  We are working on getting the licenses for the raffle and the duck race that we do. 
 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway reported that they met on the 7th with Mr. Tribfelner to go over the contract.  
At our April meeting he indicated that the amount we approved was short by $600.  After much 
discussion, us pointing out that we had taken all the figures off his last contract, he said he was paid 
$1,900 per month.  He always felt that $400 was for sexton duties and $1500 was for mowing.  By him 
verbally, agreeing to the mowing he assumed it was for the $1500 per month.  The Council agreed last 
month to pay $17,400 annually for the period of April 1st, thru November 30th, 2018.  After much 
discussion the Cemetery Committee recommends to give him the additional $600 for the year.  The 
committee feels that looking to next year we should plan in our budget money for a mower and hire a 
part time worker to mow the cemetery.   



 
Discussion was held on the possibility of hiring an extra DPW to just do the mowing at the minimum 
wage and also, we may have to purchase a new mower.  This is all discussion only.   
 
The Committee also discussed foundation charges and the committee’s recommendation is to change 
the foundation charges to ,35 cents per square inch for City residents and stay with the .50 cents per 
square inch for non-City residents.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the recommendations of the 
Cemetery Committee to increase the previous agreement by the amount of $600 to Family Tree 
Lawncare for the total amount of $18,000 for the period of April 1, 2018 thru November 30, 2018.  
Payments will be divided into 8 months as indicated on the agreement.  Also, to accept the 
recommendation to change the foundation charges to ,35 cents square inch for residents and stay 
with the .50 cents for nonresidents.  
    MOTION CARRIED  
 
OMESA:  Mr. Lasher reported that they haven’t started construction on the new building.  The county 
has asked if the City was going to allow for OMESA to connect to the City.  Mayor Lasher wrote a letter 
informing the county that the City has never denied them connection but that OMESA had not officially 
requested to connect to the city.  Although, they did ask if there would be any fees and we told them 
yes and they are aware of those.  Further discussion was held on the size of line they would require and 
how it would affect our wells. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they are working on the zoning map and Al Toman 
came to the last meeting which was helpful.  Our homework for the month was to go home and identify 
anything on the map that should be different or not there then come back to discuss.  Ms. Bendall has 
been having some medical issues and will be stepping down temporally, and Miss Holly Hibbard will be 
taking her place as secretary for the commission.  We all wish Ms. Bendall well.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to extend the meeting until 9:45 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they are preparing for the summer reading program for the kids.  We 
received a couple of quotes from the contractor to put up a privacy fence.  We approved one of the 
quotes and instructed him to get the proper permits from the City.  We are working on a policy for if we 
ever have an active shooter on the premises.  This is required for us to have one in place. 
 
Mr. Brown asked how much the permits were and if we could waive the fee.  The Clerk responded 
$25.00.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Ms. Perrien to waive the 
$25 fee for a zoning permit for the Library.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
CAASA:  Still having discussion on the rate of per capita.  They would like to raise it to $4 but I am still 
not voting for it until our millage is over I will not be voting for it and it has to be a unanimous vote in 
order for it to pass.  There is talk of Elsie ambulance that it will no longer be in service.  In January is the 
time that they are saying that it may be done with.  At that point Clinton Area will take over the Clinton 
County side and MMR will take over the Saginaw & Shiawassee Counties areas.  Fairfield Township has 
spoken with us for OMESA to take over their Fire Rescue and then they would wait for MMR.   
 



Mr. Zwick reported that the representative from Fairfield Township said that there is a possibility that 
they may change to MMR at the end of this year and no decision has been made.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Zwick to go into close session to discuss a letter 
from the City’s Attorney at 9:36 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to go back into open meeting at 9:45 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Ms. Perrien suggested that the words “Brick and New” be transposed to read “new brick” instead of 
“brick new”.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the minutes of the 
Closed Session held on April 9, 2018 with the correction.   
    MOTION CARRIED. 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Ordiway to extend the meeting until 10:00 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Discussion was held on removing the two parcels that set in City limits to Middlebury Township area and 
it was agreed to authorize the Mayor to have a conversation with the two property owners and 
Middlebury Township representatives regarding this discussion.  We also have to find who would be 
collecting the taxes and our attorney can advise us on this.   
 
Mayor Lasher commended that he will wait to find out these issues so he can send something in writing 
to the property owners.  This will take a while to resolve but we can get started on this.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:51 pm 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 


